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Club Calendar 

Month  Date Event Details 
 

October         16    Committee Meeting 

          16    General Meeting 

 

November        10     Deadline for Newsletter items 

          20     Committee Meeting 

           20     General Meeting - Gary Doyle 

          29 - 1/12  Christmas Party 

 

December        15     Deadline for Newsletter items 

 

   NOTE:  There is no General Meeting in December 

 

 

January         15 Committee Meeting 

          15 General Meeting 

 

 

February           9 Deadline for Newsletter items 

       14 - 23 Mallacoota Fun Week 

           19 Committee Meeting 

           19 General Meeting 

 
           

 

 

            

 



The Jackaroo Club of Victoria 
Box 297, Fairfield  3078 

 
www.jackaroo4wdclub.org.au 

 
 

President: 
David Dobson 9728 3550 or 0430 286 168 
         dtdobson@bigpond.com 
 
Vice President: 
Ian Blainey  0458 444 656 
     Ian_anne1@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary: 
Chris Rogers 9481 4769 or 0425 795 858 

   rogers_chris@optusnet.com.au 
 

Treasurer: 
John Dudley  5429 5087 or 0412 948 361 
       rjdudley@bigpond.com 
 

Trip Coordinator: 
Brad Riddington 9499 1657, 0408 566 677 
   bradridd@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer: 
Rod Tamblyn 9735 0698 or 0427 884 603 
  rodtamblyn@optusnet.com.au 
 
Editor: 
Harry Richards  9878 8908, 0408 142 107 
  harryjr42@optusnet.com.au 
 
Librarian & Clothing: 
Ian Marr    0413 546 178 
  iamarr@optusnet.com.au 
 

Property Officer: 
Mark Eames  9431 6400 or 0401 998 172 
       eamesm@tpg.com.au 
 

Committee: 
Philip Johnstone 9807 9096 or  
    0417 014 636 
Graeme Mitchell  9467 4759 or  
    0490 119 840 
Paul Trouse   0408 003 383 
Alan Dash  0407 568 700 
Cleve Warring  0432 122 832 
Barry McElhenny  0427 330 676 
 
 

  

Next Meeting 
 
 

October Meeting 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 
16th October will be at 7.30pm as usual at 
the Fairfield Bowling Club. 
 
We have been unable to organise a speaker 
for the evening, so it will be a social get 
together with fellow members. However, it 
is likely some members will have photo    
essays to screen from recent trips.  
 
Our November meeting will feature one of 
the Club’s early members, Gary Doyle. He 
will speak on the early days of the Club and 
has a lot of our history to promulgate. 
 
Make a note in your diary. 
 
The November meeting will also be our last 
for the year. We do not have a meeting in 
December because many members have 
other commitments at that time. 
 
Wednesday 15th January will commence 
our new year. 
 

Front Cover 
 

There are people who live in houses built in 
the most extraordinary places. This is one. 
 
On pages 6 and 7, you will see more. Makes 
you wonder what people with money can do 
and how they get council approvals. 
 



 



Ode to the GPS 
 

I have a little Satnav, it sits there in my car. 
A Satnav is a driver’s friend, it tells you where you are. 
I have a little Satnav, which I’ve had most of my life. 
It’s better than the normal ones - my Satnav is my wife. 
 
It gives me full instructions, especially how to drive. 
“It’s a sixty speed limit here,” it says. “You’re doing sixty five”. 
It tells me when to stop and start and when to use the brake 
And when it’s never, ever safe for me to overtake. 
 
It tells me when a light is red and when it goes to green. 
It seems to know instinctively, just when to intervene. 
It lists the vehicles just in front and all those to the rear 
And taking this into account, it specifies my gear. 
 
I’m sure no other driver has so helpful a device, 
For when we leave and lock the car, it still gives its advice. 
It fills me up with counselling, each journey’s pretty fraught, 
So why won’t I exchange it and get a quieter sort? 
 
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, makes sure I’m properly fed. 
It washes all my shirts and things and keeps me warm in bed! 
Despite all these advantages and my tendency to scoff,  
I only wish that now and then, I could turn the bugger off. 
 
By Pam Ayres 



Living in them is one thing, 
How they were built is another 





Club Participants: 
 
Graeme & Gayle Mitchell (Trip Leaders) 
John Smith 
Brad Riddington 
Bill & Anne Earle 
John & Margaret Kneebone 
 
Locals: 
 
Mary & Geoff Healy and friend 
 
Graeme Mitchell reports: 
 
In the weeks leading up to the day, 
there was not a lot of interest in the 
trip. As always, members wait to see 
what the weather will be like on the 
day. 
 
When we left Melbourne, the weather 
was not looking great. There were 
some light showers on the way to 
Heathcote, but the closer we got to 
Heathcote, the weather improved. 
 
We arrived at the Heathcote Bakery 
and luckily, we were not the last. So 
how come I’m writing the report? Poor 
organisation on my part. 
 
The bakery was busy as usual and as 
departure time approached, I had to 
pull rank and get everyone out of the 
bakery, or we would have ended up 
there all day. 

 
Outside, we gathered up the convoy 
and soon we were on our way to the 
cemetery. 
 
The site was in very good shape and 
only needed a couple of hours work. 
The jobs were: 
• Clear the rubbish along the 

boundary fence 
• Remove fallen branches and twigs 
• Whipper snip weeds around the 

graves 
• Burn the pile of rubbish from last 

year 
• Cut up the larger branches for 

firewood. 
 
People selected their task and went 
off to work. They left me to get 
lunch ready. 
 
Soon after, we were joined by locals 
Mary and Geoff Healy and their 
friend to assist with the clean up. 
 
While Brad was checking the fence 
line and clearing away some branches, 
he found the fence had been damaged 
and needed repair. 
 
The fire was soon going and the ladies 
stoked it with the smaller branches 
and fallen timber. 
 

Redcastle Clean Up 
 

Sunday 15th September 

The first clean up 



Bill Earle got to work with his whipper 
snipper to clean up around the graves 
and John Kneebone put his trusty axe 
to work cutting up some firewood to 
take home. 
 
The lunch bell rang at 12.30pm and 
we gathered at the camp kitchen to 
enjoy a BBQ. 
 
After a short lunch (two hours), there 
was only a bit of cleaning up to do and 
load up the firewood that had been 
cut. 
 
John got out his fence repair kit and 
he and Margaret repaired the two 
damaged sections of the fence. 
 
Soon all the works had been completed 
and the area looked in very good 
shape. The rabbit damage had been 
repaired by the Bendigo Council. 
 
The fire was put out with the help of 
water. Clouds were gathering and it 
looked like rain was on the way, so it 
was time to pack up and head home. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for 
their help on the day. The work is 
easy and the trip gives everyone a 
great chance to catch up and have a  
day in the fabulous outdoors. 
 
The photos show how much progress 
the club has made with the clean up 
of the site. 

 

 The site  when the club first got involved 

The cemetery today 
 

A guard was installed in 2016 





Driver Training 2019 
 
Proficiency: 
 
A course for the 4WD Vic Driver Proficiency Certificate, which includes 4WD 
characteristics and handling, pre-departure checks, steep ascents and     
descents, side slopes, basic navigation, water crossings and correct use of 
recovery equipment. 
 
Theory night is approximately three hours and the practical sessions is all 
day. 
 

Intermediate: 
  
An advance 4WDriving course covering more difficult terrain, recovery    
procedures and convoy protocols. Participants MUST have completed the 
Proficiency course successfully. 
 
All the above courses are held in conjunction with the Land Rover Owners 
Club, but with our own instructors. 
 

Dates for 2019 are: 
 
Proficiency 
 
October: Theory Wednesday 9th and Practical Saturday 12th   
November: Theory Wednesday 13th and Practical Saturday 16th 
 
Intermediate 
 
December: Saturday 7th 
 
Contact Ian Blainey  (0458 444 656) or Graeme Mitchell (0490 119 840) for  
details of these courses and costs. 



This page is for your trip. 
 

As you can see, the Club is light on for 
trips in the next six months. We need 
more. 
 
So once again we are asking for members 
to come forward and run a trip, or suggest 
an idea for a trip. 
 
Don’t be concerned if you have not run a 
trip before. There is plenty of assistance 
available to guide you. 
 
Please contact our Trip Coordinator, Brad 
Rddington on  
 
  bradridd@iinet.net.au or 
 

        0408 566 677 



Mallacoota Week 
Friday 14th to Sunday 23rd February 2020 
 

A relaxing ten day sojourn at Mallacoota, kayaking, fishing, 4 wheel driving exploring the 

general area, or relaxing with a good book. 
 

Meeting Place & Time: Mallacoota Foreshore Caravan Park anytme 
 

Convoy Limit:  10 Fuel:  Full tank ex Melbourne. Fuel available at Mallacoota 
 

Trip Standard if Dry:  Easy    If Wet:  Easy, Moderate if we go off road 
 

Trip Leader:  Cleve Warring  0432 122 832 
 

Special Requirements:  The trip will be much the same as past years. It will be a relax-

ing holiday and could involve kayaking, fishing, local walks, 4 wheel driving, or doing 

your own thing. Each night we will coordinate the next day’s activities. 

 

The caravan park is large, with plenty of sites available. But it is believed all the powered 

sites near the area we had last year are already booked. So if you want a good spot 

within an easy walk to the bakery, book early. 

 

The caravan park can be contacted on (03) 5158 0300.  

 

Currently registered:   

 



Tail End … 
 

 


